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Welcome to the Pope County Libraries 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE JUDGE 
The Pope County Library System consists of four 

branches located throughout the County. These 

facilities assist more than 158,000 visitors and 

patrons annually from not only Pope County but 

surrounding Counties and from across the United 

States who come to check out books for the 

pleasure of reading and to do research in finding 

ancestors, et cetera, and to use the research 

materials available for many needs and purposes.  

 

Pope County supports its library system with  

a 1 mill tax and provides maintenance for all 

facilities in order to provide a gathering place for 

patrons and visitors to help create a literate 

society.   Each facility is staffed with very capable 

personnel who will be happy to assist you. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR Thank you for your vital 
support of our Pope County Library System.  I am 
pleased to serve as chair for the Pope County Library 
Board of Trustees.   

Members of the board are appointed by our Pope 
County Judge and confirmed by the Quorum 
Court.  We focus on the millage and how it is used 
for ongoing maintenance and operations of the 
Pope County System Libraries in Atkins, Dover, 
Hector and Russellville.  Our libraries return $8.00 
in library services for every dollar invested through 
public funding.   
 
Activities have included writers workshops, 
genealogy lectures, educational opportunities for 
technology, summer reading programs, 
bookmobile, and many others which serve all ages 
and interests.  Your Pope County Library services 
are a good return on our investment.    

Robert W. Hardin, Chair 

Pope County Library Board [L-R] 

Bob Hardin, Gary Rowlands, Kay 

Sunderland, Mariola Payne, and 

Jeanie Gray. 

 

Jim Ed Gibson, Pope County Judge                          
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MESSAGE FROM THE SYSTEM DIRECTOR 

Words to describe the Pope County 

Library System: Incubator. Thriving. Mad 

Scientists.  

PCLS is a thriving library system with changing 

programming to keep up with the area’s needs.  Our 

programming includes literacy, sensory story times, 

S.T.E.M., S.T.E.A.M., and many others. 

We are thankful for many things this year: Our  

Teen & Adult Programming Department received a 

national award from the Young Adult Library Services 

Association (Y.A.L.S.A.) for its “Adulting 101” classes.  

 

We are thankful to the Pope County Law Library 

Board for donating funds to purchase a Westlaw 

computer and subscription to be placed at the 

Headquarter Library for the area’s researchers. 

The Pope County Library was designated an Electronic 

Government Depository on October 25th, 2017. As a 

result, our patrons will be able to access electronic 

government resources online inside or outside the library 

walls searchable through our website. Patrons will have 

access to such titles as: the Budget of the U.S. 

Government, Congressional Record, Economic 

Indicators, Federal Register, Social Security Handbook, 

the U.S. Code and others.   

Some of the service needs are so basic, but so needed that 

the County Libraries provide:  

A Gathering Place Libraries create a sense of place. 

Education Libraries are for everyone at every stage of 

their life. 

Meeting Space and Neutral Ground for Groups to 

Meet for over 1,000 programs per year. 

Equal Access to Information no matter what station 

of life our patron comes from. 

We are thrilled to serve you! 

Shawn Pierce, PCLS Director 
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The Pope County Library System (PCLS) promoted two staff members and updated its 

literacy programs in 2017. 

Saturday Programming 
PCLS has added programming on the weekends for children with parents who work 

during the week. Saturday programs include Krafty Kids (Art), Block Party, Mad Science 

Club (Engineering), and Coding with Kids. During the work week, Pope County Library has 

a Sensory story time. Children’s Librarian, Melanie Goad says, “We’re finding it’s as much 

about the parents as it is the kids. Parents have found a support group where they can 

exchange phone numbers and get advice on things they’re dealing with.” 

Award-Winning Teen Programing 

The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library 

Association (ALA) named the Pope County Library’s Teen Department a “Top Ten” for its 

“Adulting 101” class during the 2017 Summer Reading Program’s ‘Building a Better 

World’” program this Summer. Newly hired Teen & Adult Services Librarian, Elizabeth 

Lilley, created the program based on a frequent question she heard from friends in 

college, “Why didn’t they teach us how to do this in high school?” The program content 

was planned by the library system’s Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.) who came up with 

topics including: Vehicle Safety and maintenance”; How to find, get, and keep a job; 

Navigating College; and Dorm Cooking. Programs are geared toward building a more 

responsible adult. 

Branch Libraries         

PCLS has four branch libraries located in the Atkins, Dover, Hector and Russellville 

communities. The Atkins Centennial Library holds Saturday movies once a month and has 

daycare programming. Sherry Simpson was hired as the Dover Public Library branch 

librarian after Donna Elliott retired and has expanded story times to two local day care 

facilities in Dover. 
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Early Literacy Programs 

During the regular week, the system has early childhood literacy programs, and a thriving 

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program (1KBBK) to prevent the 30-million-word gap 

between “poverty” and “making it”. 

Futurist, Gary Golden spoke at the 2014 Arkansas Library Association Conference and 

told how by 3-years-of-age, there is a 30-million-word gap between children from the 

wealthiest and poorest families. A recent study shows that the vocabulary gap is evident 

in toddlers. By 18 months, children in different socio-economic groups display dramatic 

differences in their vocabularies. By 2 years, the disparity in vocabulary development has 

grown significantly (Fernald, Marchman, & Weisleder 2013). 

The program was developed by the (1KBB4K) Foundation based in Nevada to increase 

awareness of the importance of reading to very young children as well as to inspire 

parents to embrace their role as their child’s first teacher. Director, Shawn Pierce, says, 

“This program is one more piece in solving the 18% illiteracy rate in Pope County.” 
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 “I wish we had started here!”  

 

At least twice a month, the library staff hears that exclamation from visitors to the Katie 

Murdoch Genealogy & Arkansas History room. Many visitors start in Little Rock at The 

Butler Center or Arkansas History Commission. Their funding is millions of dollars per 

year, and researchers find them easily and assume their collections are the best. They 

are good, but… 

 

Let me tell you about our Genealogy Department which we have been told is one of the 

best in the state of Arkansas. The PCLS genealogy department archive is housed in the 

Russellville Public Library and has family records, obituaries, and county and state 

history in its extensive vertical files.  

Our staff arranged an early Thursday morning tour for a class of Pope County youth. We 

did not open to the public for a couple of hours. These adolescents are in alternative 

classes because of getting into trouble in the past.  

Our Librarian gave the teacher and aids an overview of each area of the library, our 

services, and what each section holds. When they got back to Genealogy and Arkansas 

History Department, the Genealogists introduced the students to the topics and family 

files in the archive.  

As the Genealogists brought them around to the Family and Genealogical files and 

books, the students started asking questions, “Smiths, do you have Smith,?”  “How 

about Carnahan?” “Lee?” “Franks?” the calls went on. What started out as a slow and 

quiet morning was soon bustling with activity and excitement.  
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One of the kids who found some of his family in the files, went to Ancestry.com. When 

he hit a roadblock, he texted his Dad and started asking about family names, and got a 

little history. Suddenly, Dad and son had something to talk about.  

The PCLS Genealogy archives serve people from all over the world. Many visitors come 

from other states, because we have information that cannot be found anywhere on-line. 

It is such a good feeling to hear people say, “I found it!” and one of the most common 

things we hear from those who are on an ancestral pilgrimage through Arkansas is; ‘We 

should have started here.”  

Without funding, we would not have had the staff or computer programs to offer those 

who are tracing their very important histories, family histories.   

The Pope County Library System (PCLS) patrons benefit from your continued support of 

the Pope County libraries through the services at each branch and that are provided by 

each department.  We are grateful for your support and we are proud to share a story 

about “starting here.”  

Thank you for helping patrons connect to their ancestors, 

 

Dan Huckabay, President 
PCLS Library Foundation 
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American Fact Finder 

Budget of the United States 

Government 

Census of Population & Housing 

Code of Federal Regulations 

Congressional Directory 

Congressional Record 

Constitution of the United States 

of America 

Consumer Price Index 

County City Data Book 

Crime in the United States 

Daily Compilation of Presidential 

Documents 

Economic Census 

 

Economic Indicators 

Economic Report of the President 

Federal Register  

Health U.S. 

Monthly Labor Review 

Occupational Outlook Handbook 

Social Security  

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice  

Statistical Abstracts of the U.S. 

Statutes at Large 

United States Code 

United States Reports 

World Fact Book 

 

and many others…
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Atkins Centennial Library 

LED Lights Installed 

Storage Building Painted 

Dover Public Library 
New Branch Manager 

Exterior Building Lights Rewired 

Hector Public Library 

Exterior Woodwork Painted 

Roof Repairs 

Pope County Library (RSVL) 

Roof Replaced  
Air Conditioning Unit  

Pavers Replaced  
Exterior Building Lights Rewired)

Phone System Replaced  
Paging System  

Copier Replaced (Genealogy) 
 

Heritage Hall 
Window Trim Replaced  

 

Bookmobile 
Replaced Camera Wiring 
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A 

AARON JOHNSTON 
ABBI ATKINSON 
ABI SASORE 
ADEBOWALE ADEKUNLE 
ALEISA BASHAYER  
ALEX EDINGER 
ALI ALWADEI 
ALI AWAJI 
ALICE NOLAN 
ALIX BOULANGER 
ALLY SMITH 
AMANDA MILLER 
AMANDA SMITH 
AMITH JETTY 
ANDREA PITTS 
ANDREW RAYMOND 
ANGELA HAROLD 
ANNSLEY SAFFORD 
ASHLEY ANDERSON 
ASHLEY PETERS 
ASHLEY SAVAGE 
ASHLEY WYETT 
ASHTON SANGSTER 
AUBREY HOLT 

AUSTIN SEWELL 
AVINANDAN DAHAL 
AYRIA JACKSON 
B 
BAILEY HAROD 
BAILEY SHAFFER 
BAYLEY COX 
BEN WILLIAMS 
BETH GIROIR 
BETHANY CLAIR WILLBANKS 
BETHANY SWINDELL 
BEVERLY RITCHIE 
BIBUL SIMKHADA 
BILLIE JONES 
BRANDI GAGEN 
BRANDI HINES 
BRANDIE GRIFFIN 
BRIDGET MUSE 
BRONWYN HARRIS 
BROOKE KNOLES 
BROOKE SHAMBLEN 
C 
CARA TOLAR 
CARMEN MEADOWS 
CARRIE PHILLIPS 

CASSIE PIERCE 
CASSITY HOGINS 
CATHY GOODWIN 
CHARLEY JO CHESNEY 
CHEYENNE KUGLER 
CHEYENNE TERRY 
CHRISTIAN REYES 
CHRISTY BARTLETT 
CHRISTY EDEN 
CHRISTY ROGERS 
CLINTON BAILLIE 
COACH WHITT 
COREY THORSON 
COURTNEY CHRISTENSEN 
COURTNEY PRATT 
COURTNEY TODD 
COURTNEY WEBER 
D 
DANIELLE HANKS 
DANIELLE HOLBY 
DANIELLE HOUSENICK 
DE'ANGELA FIELDS 
DEVIN HESTER 
DINORAH RANGEL 
DONELL LEE 
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DONELLA CHATMAN 
DONNA PARK 
DYLAN FOSTER 
E 
ELIZABETH COUSAR 
ELIZABETH REHM 
ELIZABETH TULLOS 
EMILY JACKSON 
EMILY ROBERTS 
F 
FAITH WILLIAMS 
G 
GABBI CALABESE 
GABRIELA VASQUEZ 
GARRETT CROSBY 
GARRETT THRIFT 
GRACIE FOLKS 
GWEN SOWARDS 
H 
HALEY BEAVER 
HANNAH BROWN 
HANNAH SIMMONS 
HARTLEY SMYTH 
HAYDEN SHORES 
HUNTER JEANNERT 
I 
IRELYNN KLOUDA 
ISABEL BAKER 
J 
JALISSA GUM 
JAMES JEFFERS WILLBANKS 
JANIE KNOWLES 
JARED YOUNG 
JARON KINDER 
JASON FIELDS 
JAYSON SIMONS 
JEN ROGERS 
JENNIFER MCCOY 
JENNIFER ROGERS 
JERRY HOUSEMAN 
JESSICA LYONS 
JILL FIELDS 
JIM DIXSON 

JIM HORTON 
JODI MOORE 
JOE LAMBERT 
JOHN VOGLER 
JORDEN GARDNER 
JORDEN OGLE 
JUCARIA HARPER 
JULIE PALADINO 
JUNE GRAY 
JUSTIN STROUD 
K 
KAMBRI HILL 
KAMI BEACH 
KANDYCE EDGER 
KATHRYN CAUSEY 
KELLEN SMITH 
KELSEY DIXSON 
KELSIE BARKER 
KIM COOPER 
KIM MOSBY 
KRYSTAL SAUL 
L 
LARRISA GUDINA 
LARRY WELLS 
LAUREN CLARK 
LAUREN DURAN 
LAVANYA COTTI 
LEIGH CHILDS 
LESLIE BLANCHARD 
LINDSAY COTHMAN 
LINDSEY INGMIRE 
LYNN COX 
M 
M. STONE STEVENS 
MADI WHITLOW 
MADISON BROWN 
MAKAYH CLEMENTS 
MALACHI ARTHUR 
MARIA HEINEN 
MARILYN BANTAM 
MARY MORAN 
MATT MOORE 
MATTHEW RUSH 

MAYRA AGUILAR 
MCKINLEY HEFFLEY 
MEGAN GOODNIGHT 
MEGGAN DICKEY 
MELISSA STORM 
MICAH ALLISON 
MICAH JOHNSON 
MICAH SHORT 
MISHYLA DAMPRER 
MOLLY JACKSON 
MORGAN VAUGHAN 
N 
NATHANIEL DOW 
NELSON GRAVES 
NICOLET SCHROEDER 
P 
PARKER BATTLES 
PAT CHILDRESS 
PATRICIA F 
Q 
QUINN LEBAHN 
R 
REBECCA SANDERS 
ROBIN KENDLE 
S 
SAM HERWECK 
SAMANTHA BAKER 
SAMUEL LYNCH 
SAMUEL MILLARD 
SARA EAGLE 
SARAH CORONADO 
SARAH LACHANCE 
SARAH MONTJOY 
SARAH NEIHOUSE 
SARAH SISSON 
SAVANNA HARRIS 
SHADOW SKIDGEL 
SHARON UTLEY 
SHELLAE HOLLADAY 
SHIRLEY WADE 
SMANTHA HAWKING 
STEVE GANN 
SUZANNE MCCALL 
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SYDNEE CLARK 

SYDNIE HENSON 
T 
THOMAS SPENCER 
TONI PHILLIPS 
TONY HERNANDEZ 
TREVARIUS DICKERSON 
TREVOR COATS 

TUESDEA WALKER 
TY TUCKER 
TYLER BESSANT 
TYLER PRICE 
V 
VALERIE BENNETT 
VANESSA SANDOVAL 

W 
WANDA PAYTON 
WILLIAM VARNELL 
Y  
YOSHIO YAMASHITA 
Z  
ZINO SCHROEDER 
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Al Pledger 

Amparo Bartlett 

Angie & Lucas Bishop 

Barbara & Steve Hughes 

Bob & Polly Hardin 

Boyd Barton 

Brian Harlen 

Camille Talburt 

Carolyn & George McLellan 

Catherine Crews 

Catherine Young 

Charity Park 

Chris Kane 

Cliff Eaton 

Connie Zimmer 

Cynthia Jovell 

Dale & Nancy Lassiter 

Dan & Marjorie Huckabay 

Danny & Virginia Smith 

David & Georganne Peel Rollans 

David & Kahty Craine 

Dawn Collier 

Don & Jacqueline Erwin 

Don and Ila Hudson 

Donna Eubanks 

Donna Przbys 

Down & Conner Collier 

Dr. & Mrs. Hugh Silkenson 

Dr. Cohoon 

Dr. Ted Honghiran 

Eileen Walsh 

Elizabeth Latham 

Elizabeth Reilly 

Ellen Tarkington 

Emily Young 

Frances & Charles Parker 

Gary & Kerri Couch 

Greg & Norma Wallace 

Gretchen Douthit 

Harvey Young 

Jacqueline Duvall 

Jane & Rick Harrell 

Janet Wiley 

Jason O'Donnell 

Jason Southerland 

Jeanie Gray 

Jeff Scherer 

Jennie Merry 

Jennifer Mallett 

Jerry Ferguson 
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Joan Pederson 

John William Peters 

Johnny Brazil 

Joyce Lindsey 

Juanita & Ed Corliss 

June H Leggett 

Karen & Sid Womack 

Karen Ratner 

Katherine & Richard Kluender 

Katherine Tyson 

Kelly Dfaulkenberg 

Kereigh Roberds 

Kristen & Robert Bayer 

Kristen Pearson 

Ladonya S McBryde 

Lee Ann Hartley 

Leslee Lay 

Linda & Harold Grauman 

Linda Jones 

Linda Roper 

Lorie Henderson 

Lorie Latimer 

Louis Painter 

Lynn & Steve Wyman 

Marc & Victoria Pacheco 

Mariola & Carl Payne 

Mark Vaughn 

Mary Jo Pledger 

Matt & Martha Stephen 

Megan Musgrove 

Milly & Bill Chevaillier 

Natalie McCormick 

Nicholas & Wendy Ledbetter 

Pam Halverson 

Paul Hernes 

Paulette & Vernon Collins 

Phyllis & Charles Campbell 

Raquel Murie 

Ray & Kathy Trower 

Ray & Orvalene Holbrook 

Rebecca Garvin 

Rebecca Haas 

Rebecca Pierce 

Rebecca T. Garvin 

Rebekah Cox 

Robert & Jessica Hefley 

Robert & Suzy Griffen 

Robert Simpson 

Roberta Gifford 

Rodney & Brittany Dodge 

Samuel Andrews 

Sarah Reilly 

Sharon Vinson 

Shawn Pierce 

Smiley Vinson 

Stan Skaggs 

Steve Higgins 

Steve Zimmer 

Susan & Scott Jordan 

Susan Chesser 

Suzanne & Jerry Yelverton 

Suzanne Alford-Hodges 

Taylor Welch 

Teresa Gallagos 

Todd Meimerstorf 

Tony Hernandez 

Tracy McCullar 

Trevor Coats 

Vanessa & Rudy Sandoval 

Wayne Van Buren 

William Vaughn 
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Arkansas Community Foundation 

Brandy Nacole 

Centennnial Bank 

Conagra Foods 

Lee Ann's Fine Jewelry 

Lucky Landing 

Pledger Insurance Agency 

Provision Health & Wellness 

Simmons Banks 

The Frame Shop 

The Wall 
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You are invited to get involved @ Your Library in many ways. We have 

volunteers in our Circulation, Programming and Cataloging Departments. 

You may be interested in serving on one of our Boards or Committees, or 

want to sponsor or partially sponsor a program, an author, or have a 

fundraiser to support one of the over 1,000 programs given yearly. Or, to 

raise funds for building expansion. For more information, contact the Pope 

County Library at: 479-968-4368 or drop by one of our branches. 
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We are grateful to you for your contribution to the Pope County Library System (PCLS) 

Foundation. I want to let you know how much we appreciate your generous gift. 

Your family’s donation will make a difference to the children, teens, and adults in Pope 

County: through book purchases, programs, instruction, reference services, and 

resources and collections. 

The value of your giving is returned to you in our many library services that benefit the 

total community: a wide selection of books, home town newspapers, movies, a genealogy 

department, and more. 
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The money we are raising will allow PCLS to expand the County Libraries, and to fulfill 
its mission statement to “offer opportunities for people of all ages to learn, know, 
gather and grow.” With your help, that goal will be achieved. 

You gift will encourage and raise the morale of the staff, librarians, and volunteers 
working in the Pope County Library System. 
 

Patrons benefit each day from our services such as patrons who receives books through 
the Bookmobile’s weekly stops, and home bound patrons who receives materials 
through our Books-by-Mail service. Patrons use the system’s computers to apply for jobs 
online, email, print out full-text articles, and fax for free.  

Simply put: LIBRARIES CHANGE LIVES. 

Your family’s legacy will continue to change lives for the better in Pope County for years. 

 
With gratitude, 
 

Suzanne Alford-Hodges, Vice-President 

PCLS Foundation 
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