BYLAWS
SAVE THE ILLINOIS RIVER, INC.

Cherokee County, Oklahoma

Adopted _____ 2010
ARTICLE I

Purpose of Save the Illinois River, Inc.

The purpose of Save the Illinois River, Inc.  is to:

(a) 
 Preserve, protect and restore the quality of the water in the Illinois River and

all of its tributaries and Lake Tenkiller, both inside and outside the State of 

Oklahoma.

(b) 
To prevent, eliminate and correct pollution of the Illinois River and

all of its tributaries and Lake Tenkiller;

(c) 
To protect and preserve the ecosystem and environment of the 

Illinois River and its tributaries and Lake Tenkiller from despoliation,

destruction and waste and to restore said ecosystem and environment;

(d) 
To promote, secure, protect preserve and enhance the scenic, historic,

aesthetic, archeological, educational and scientific aspects of the Illinois

River and its tributaries and Lake Tenkiller.

ARTICLE II

DIRECTORS

Section 1.
GENERAL POWERS.

The property and affairs of the corporation shall be managed and controlled by the Board of Directors.

Section 2.
DIRECTORS.

The Board of Directors shall consist of at least three (3) but not more than nine (9) members.

Directors shall hold office for a term of three (3) years or until their respective successors have been duly elected and qualified.  All vacancies on the Board of Directors shall be filled by a majority of the remaining Directors.  Elections for the board shall be staggered as follows:

At the annual meeting in June 2010, three (3) directors shall be elected and shall serve for three consecutive years.  At each subsequent annual meeting, three board seats shall be up for re-election and each such duly elected board member shall serve for a three (3) year term.

The directors shall be elected at the annual meeting of STIR members.   Each member of STIR shall be entitled to one vote.  Voting shall be by ballot.  Only active members may vote.  The Board of Directors may make available to each member in good standing the option to vote electronically or by paper ballot for annual officer/director elections.  There shall be no voting by proxy or absentee ballot.

At a regular meeting at least five (5) weeks prior to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint a Nominating Committee.  The committee shall consist of not less than three (3) members.  The President shall designate the chairman of this committee.   The duties of this committee shall be to make nominations, with the consent of those nominated, and to prepare a ballot for the election of officers and directors.

At least two (2) weeks prior to the annual meeting, the Nominating Committee shall submit a list of nominees not exceeding two (2) in number for each officer/director position to be filled.  At least one (1) week prior to the annual meeting, nominations from the membership may be made for any office and when so made, together with the list of nominees submitted by the Nominating Committee, shall then be the list of nominees submitted for an election of officers and directors.  Nominations from the membership may be made by email or facsimile transmission to the Chair of the Nominating Committee.

The President shall appoint an Elections Committee consisting of not more than five (5) members.  The duties of this committee shall be to distribute, collect, and count the ballots and report the results to the president, who shall announce them.  A majority of all votes cast shall be necessary to elect any officer.  If a ballot does not have a majority for a nominee for any office, the president shall immediately designate a time and place for further balloting.

Section 3.
QUORUM.

A quorum shall be comprised of not less than one-half (½) of the members of the Board of Directors. In the event of an emergency, the President or Vice President may poll board members by proxy, provided that a quorum may be attained.  The polling may be accomplished by email or facsimile, to all board members who may respond in kind.

Section 4.
REGULAR MEETINGS.

The Board of Directors shall hold regular meetings; said meetings shall be scheduled at least quarterly at a place and time to be provided by the Board of Directors.  All members shall be given notice of such regular meetings upon determination of the schedule.  Notice may be given by email or facsimile.  It shall be the duty of each director and member to provide current email addresses to the Secretary. No additional notice of regular meetings shall be required.

Section 5.
SPECIAL MEETINGS.  CALL AND NOTICE.

Special meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held whenever called by direction of the President.  Special meetings may be conducted via email. The President shall ask for discussion from each board member.  All discussions shall be open to all board members, e.g., all directors shall provide their discussion responses in a reply to all directors.  Each director shall be given sufficient time to respond.  Once a meeting has been called via email, there shall be no private discussions among board members.  Any matter to be voted upon by secret ballot shall be conducted in a face to face meeting.

Section 6.
ANNUAL MEETING.  

The annual meeting of the membership of STIR shall be held in June of each year to elect new directors and officers from the newly elected board of directors.  

Section 7.
MEETINGS HELD BY CONSENT

 A meeting of the Board of Directors may be held at any time and place and without notice by unanimous written consent of the Directors, or with the presence and participation of all of the Directors.

Section 8.
COMPENSATION:


No member of the Board of Directors shall receive, directly or indirectly, any compensation for his or her services as a Director.

ARTICLE III

Appointment and Functions of Officers
Section l.   
 NUMBER:   


The officers of the Board shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as may be determined by the board of directors and elected by the membership.

Section 2.   
ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE:


The officers of the Association, with the exception of the Secretary, shall be elected annually by the membership, immediately following the election of the Directors, at the regular annual meeting the in June each year. Each officer shall hold office for one (1) year or until a successor is duly elected and qualified.

The Secretary shall be selected after the annual membership elections, by a majority vote of the officers and directors.

Section 3.   
PRESIDENT:



Subject to control of the Board of Directors, the President shall have general supervision of the affairs of STIR. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors, and shall have such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board. The President shall serve as an ex-officio member on all committees.

Section 4.   
VICE PRESIDENT:


In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the President. The Vice President shall have such powers and duties as may be assigned by the Board.

Section 5:
SECRETARY:


The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings at all meetings of the Board of Directors, and shall be responsible for the minutes of all meetings. The Secretary shall perform such additional duties as shall be assigned by the Board.

Section 6. 
TREASURER:


The Treasurer shall be responsible for the accounting of all monies of STIR, including depositing and/or investing them in accordance with the policies adopted by the Board. The Treasurer shall be the Chairman of the Finance Committee and shall have such additional powers and duties as may be assigned by the Board.

Section 7.  
DUTIES OF TREASURER AND SECRETARY MAY BE COMBINED.

The duties of the Treasurer and Secretary may be combined by the Board of Directors.

Section 8.
VACANCIES.

Any vacancy in any office shall be filled by the election of the membership at the next regular meeting following notice of said vacancy.  The Nominating Committee shall give at least one week’s notice to the membership of the nominees.  The Board of Directors may allow for electronic voting to fill vacancies in office.

Section 9.
TERMS OF OFFICE, REMOVAL.

All officers shall be subject to removal by affirmative vote of a majority of the members in good standing.

ARTICLE IV

Appointment and Functions of Committees
Section 1.
COMMITTEES:


The President shall appoint the members and designate the chairmen of standing and other committees. The Chairman of each standing committee must be a member of the Board of Directors, but other committee members may be selected at large from the general membership. Committees shall serve at the pleasure of the Board under such rules and regulations as the Board may approve.

Section 2.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:


There shall be an Executive Committee composed of the officers of the Corporation. The Executive Committee shall meet at the call of the President to conduct the affairs of STIR between meetings of the Board. All action taken by the Executive Committee shall be subject to ratification by the Board.

Section 3.
STANDING COMMITTEES:


These shall be as follows:


A.
Finance Committee:
There shall be a Finance Committee whose responsibilities shall include fact finding for the Board on matters relating to the financial administration of the Corporation, and preparation of the annual budget for presentation to the Board. The Chairman of the Finance Committee shall be the Treasurer of STIR.


B.
Fund Raising Committee. 
There shall be a Fund Raising Committee whose responsibilities shall include planning for the solicitation of contributions and other fund raising activities as may be necessary to support STIR’s missions and goals.


C.
Public Relations Committee.
There shall be a Public Relations Committee whose responsibilities shall include planning a program to promote public awareness and understanding of the mission and goals of STIR in its role as an independent organization charged with protecting and promoting the Illinois River, its tributaries and Lake Tenkiller.


D.
Membership Committee.
There shall be a Membership Committee whose responsibilities shall include accepting applications for membership in STIR. The Membership Committee has the authority to refuse any application for membership.

Section 4. 
OTHER COMMITTEES:


The Board may create additional committees as needed.

ARTICLE V

MISCELLANEOUS
Section 1.
RECEIPTS, FUNDS, AND DISBURSEMENTS:


All financial records, including receipts for membership fees, funds raised, and disbursements shall be filed in the Treasurer’s Office and open to examination by the Board of Directors or members of STIR.

Section 2.
BANKING.

All funds and money of the corporation shall be deposited, handled and disbursed, and all bills, notes, checks and like obligations and endorsements, for deposit or collection, shall be signed by the Treasurer or such officers as the Board of Directors shall from time to time designate.  Any officer or person performing said functions shall account therefore to the Treasurer as and when the Treasurer may require.  All money, funds, bills, notes, checks and other negotiable instrument coming to STIR shall be collected and promptly deposited in the name of the corporation in such depositories as the Board shall select.

Section 3.
FISCAL YEAR.

The fiscal year of the corporation shall be the calendar year unless otherwise provided by the Board of Directors.

Section 4.
AMENDMENTS.

The Board of Directors may adopt and amend the Bylaws of the corporation from time to time at any meeting properly convened in accordance with these Bylaws.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE UNDERSIGNED BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SAVE THE ILLINOIS RIVER, INC.  HEREBY ADOPTS AND RATIFIES THE FOREGOING BYLAWS.

_________________________________


______________________________ 

__________________________________


______________________________ 

__________________________________


______________________________

__________________________________


______________________________ 

__________________________________
